ENGLISH DEPT   OWNERSHIP APOSTROPHE  S2 HW
There IS a simple rule for knowing where to put the possessive apostrophe.

You can try to remember these rules…

SINGULAR nouns require ’s in all cases.
a) the man’s beard

b) the dog’s bowl

PLURAL nouns which form their plural by adding s (or a suffix ending in s) require s’.
a) the dogs’ bowls

b) the ladies’ voices

PLURAL nouns which form their plural by adding a suffix not ending in s or which undergo internal change require ’s.
a) the men’s laughter

b) the children’s footsteps

c) the women’s votes

Or you can try to remember it the simple way…

This is the SIMPLE WAY… Copy out the following:
Place the apostrophe immediately after the name of the ‘owner’:

a) the man’s beard ( = the beard of the man) 

b) the men’s laughter ( = the laughter of the men)

c) the dog’s bowl ( = the bowl of the dog)

d) the dogs’ bowls ( = the bowls of the dogs)

e) the ladies’ changing rooms ( = … of the ladies)

f) the women’s changing rooms ( = … of the women)

Rewrite these phrases in a form requiring an apostrophe.

E.g.  The questions of the pupils  becomes  The pupils’ questions
a) The response of the audience
………………………………………………………………………….

b) The roar of the crowd
………………………………………………………………………….

c) The hop of a frog
………………………………………………………………………….

d) The fragrance of the flowers
………………………………………………………………………….

e) The enthusiasm of the boy
………………………………………………………………………….

f) The bright dresses of the women
………………………………………………………………………….

g) The voices of the policemen
………………………………………………………………………….

h) The evidence of the witnesses
………………………………………………………………………….

i) The tail of the mouse
………………………………………………………………………….

j) The antennae of the butterflies
………………………………………………………………………….

k) The paw of the cat
………………………………………………………………………….

l) The waiting room for ladies
………………………………………………………………………….

m) The games of children
………………………………………………………………………….

n) The headlights of the car
………………………………………………………………………….

o) The hands of the clock
………………………………………………………………………….

p) The wigs of the footmen
………………………………………………………………………….

q) The decision of the manager
………………………………………………………………………….

r) The wife of the ambassador
………………………………………………………………………….

Rewrite these using apostrophes if necessary (some may not require any):
a) Joan Perkins is the brides sister.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) After a moments thought he shook his head.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c) The firm of Pinder and Tuckwell is a well established ladies and gentlemens outfitter.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d) The Members Tent was overcrowded as usual.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

e) The complaints of the parents were taken quite seriously by each form mistress.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

f) The childrens toys were scattered all over the floor.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

g) The princesses suitors were called in one by one.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

h) Have you read Jan Morriss latest novel?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

i) The Citizens Advice Bureau will be able to help.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

j) Mr Harriss son is the brides first cousin.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

k) Why not join the Booklovers Club?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

l) I must apologise for the piles of clothes and books on all the chairs.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

m) The workmens response to the crisis was magnificent.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

n) The Headmasters Conference strongly criticised the report although it was accepted by the Teachers Union.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

o) The childrens doctor had found nothing wrong.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

p) It is all in a days work.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

q) There are blackberries at the bottom of her garden and weeds in mine.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Some more examples:
a) The boys pencil lay on the floor.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) The ladies coats were in the cloakroom.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c) My cousins hand was badly hurt.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d) The mens boots were covered with mud.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

e) The childs doll fell into the pond.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

f) I saw that the object was a womans glove.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

g) The register lay on the teachers desk.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

h) He looked very smart in page-boys uniform.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

i) It took several hours hard work to repair the damage.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

j) In the window was a special display of babies clothes.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

k) The childrens books were left in my uncles house.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

l) The maids dress was torn by a neighbours dog.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

m) My fathers wallet was discovered in the thieves den.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

n) A ducks egg is generally cheaper than a hens.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

o) Mr Smiths watch is five minutes slower than Mr Browns.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I can use the ownership apostrophe correctly.
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