
English Glossary 
 
SQA: Scoƫsh QualificaƟons Authority 
 
This is the qualificaƟons body.  They set exams, mark them and provide cerƟficaƟon. 
 
CriƟcal Essay 

This is a wriƩen response to a text which is studied in class. It examines the writer’s techniques in re-
sponse to a set task/ quesƟon.  

Textual Analysis 

This is when your child is presented with an extract from the Scoƫsh text which they will have studied in 
class and they are required  to answer a range of quesƟons about this extract. 

Personal/ ReflecƟve WriƟng 

This is a piece of wriƟng which is about a personal experience. It is mainly focussed on the writer’s 
thoughts, feelings and reacƟons to the experience. It should contain self-reflecƟon where the writer 
examines the lessons learned and personal insights gained from the experience. 

CreaƟve WriƟng 

This is a piece of imaginaƟve wriƟng.  This can be either: a drama, series of poems or a short story.  

Persuasive WriƟng 

This a piece of wriƟng which is on a current controversial topic.  The writer will take a stance on the topic 
and aƩempts, through a variety of techniques, to persuade the reader that their views on the topic are 
correct. 

ArgumentaƟve WriƟng 

This is a piece of wriƟng which is on a current controversial topic.  The writer will examine the arguments 
surrounding the topic and maintain a neutral stance. 

Report WriƟng 

This is a factual piece of wriƟng on a topic. This should draw on a range of sources and present infor-
maƟon on the topic in a clear, structured and logical way. 

Technical Accuracy 

This refers to accuracy in wriƟng in terms of: spelling, grammar, punctuaƟon and paragraphing. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
NaƟonal 5 English 

 
Parent Guide:  

SupporƟng your Child in the Senior Phase 

 



Unit 1  Unit 2  Exam Paper 1  Exam Paper 2  Porƞolio 

Reading for Anal‐
ysis and Evalua‐
Ɵon: To pass this 
unit, learners have 
to: read a wriƩen 
text and answer a 
range of quesƟons 
AND listen to a 
spoken text and 
answer a range of  
quesƟons. 

CreaƟon and 
ProducƟon: To 
pass this unit, 
learners have to: 
write an essay 
(500 words mini‐
mum) and com‐
plete a solo talk 
or group discus‐
sion. 

Reading for un‐
derstanding, 
analysis and 
evaluaƟon: This 
paper involves 
reading a non‐
ficƟon passage 
(from a newspa‐
per) and answer‐
ing quesƟons. (30 
marks) 

CriƟcal Essay and 
Textual Analysis: 
Part one of this 
paper involves 
wriƟng a criƟcal 
essay on a text 
your child will 
have studied in 
class (20 marks).  
Part two involves 
your child answer‐
ing a range of 
quesƟons on an 
extract of a 
Scoƫsh text which 
your child will 
have studied in 
class. (20 marks) 

The  Porƞolio is 
made up of 2 piec‐
es of wriƟng. One 
will be ‘Discursive’ 
and the other 
‘CreaƟve’. This will 
be sent away to 
the SQA. (30 
marks) 

 

NaƟonal 5 English 
 

Aims of the Course: 
This course will help your child to develop their skills in the areas of reading, wriƟng, talking and listening– 
all important skills for learning, life and work. 
 
QualificaƟons: 
Successful compleƟon of the course, units and exam will mean that your child will achieve an A-D grade in 
‘NaƟonal 5 English’.  Successful compleƟon of the Units will also mean that your child will receive a 
‘NaƟonal 5 Literacy’ qualificaƟon. 
 
Pathways: Employment or Further Study 
An English course will always aim to develop a learner’s communicaƟon skills (reading, wriƟng, talking and 
listening). These skills are obviously seen to be essenƟal by all employers and many (almost all) university 
and college courses require a qualificaƟon in English.  
 
How the Course is Structured: 
The course is made up of two units and a final exam paper and porƞolio. The Units will be assessed as  
either pass or fail by the class teacher and the exam and porƞolio will be marked and graded A-D by the 
SQA. 

 
 
What your child will be doing in class: 
 
 Reading and listening to a range of literature (including at least one Scoƫsh text) 
 Reading and listening to a range of non-ficƟon texts 
 Analysing texts that they have read or have listened to 
 WriƟng a range of essays including: creaƟve, personal, discursive and criƟcal essays 
 PresenƟng to classmates on a variety of topics, both individually and as part of a group 

Commonly Asked QuesƟons: 
 
 Q: What is the equivalent of a NaƟonal 5 in the old exam system? 
  A: A pass at NaƟonal 5 would be the equivalent of a Standard Grade Credit Grade 2 or 
 Intermediate 2 Grade C 
 Q: What will my child  have to achieve to be able sit Higher (NaƟonal 6)in S5? 
  A: We would expect your child to achieve an A-C grade to be able to sit Higher the next 
 year 
 Q: What will happen if they are struggling with the course? 
  A: If your child is struggling with the course and it looks unlikely that they will be able to 
 pass the exam then we may ask them to sit NaƟonal 4 instead. This decision will be 
 made at Christmas. 
 Q: What will happen if my child fails the exam? 
  A: If your child fails the exam and they have passed the Added Value Unit  and Literacy 
 Unit in NaƟonal 4 then they will automaƟcally achieve a NaƟonal 4. They will be able to 
 re-sit NaƟonal 5  the next year 
 
How You Can Help… 
 
 Provide access to quality newspapers and watch the News and QuesƟon Time together,  

discuss current affairs - this will help with generaƟng ideas for folio wriƟng 
 Ensure that they re-read their texts at night 
 Talk to them about the texts they are studying in class, ask them to summarise the main 

events, tell you about the characters/themes/seƫngs 
 Ask them to recite quotaƟons from their text - it’s important that they memorise quota-

Ɵons as they won’t have access to them in the final exam 
 Ask to see their notes joƩers - ensure that they have been making their own notes 

about their texts 
 Allow them to research their texts online to find secondary criƟcism and other respons-

es 
 Encourage them to take a note of websites that they visit/books they read in prepara-

Ɵon for their folio essays - it is crucial that they include a bibliography to avoid plagia-
rism 

 Ask to see their wriƟng.  Proofread it for any technical errors. Ensure they have included 
a bibliography and word count in any discursive wriƟng 

 Ask them to make a Study Timetable and make sure that they sƟck to it 
 Ask to see their work and the feedback that teachers give 
 Allow them to access study guides and revision guides online 
 Many revision guides and study guides have been published - buy these if you wish. 

Please check the school website for a list of these 
 Clear their room of any distracƟons while they are studying: phones, games consoles, 

TVs 
 Encourage them to aƩend Supported Study in school 
 Encourage use of the SQA Website (especially the candidate guides) 
 Make access to a dicƟonary and thesaurus available (these can also be accessed online) 
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